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CRUMBS OF CRITICISM. 



We Irish nrc a vastly literary people ; 
even our secretary of state writes poems. 
Lord Francis lias just given to the 
world (anonymously,) Wallenstein's 
Camp, from the German ; and original 
Poems. The translation is exceedingly 
spirited, hold and free, and the original 
poems have much tenderness and heauty. 
** Boyle Farm," of a gayer character 
than the rest, is among the number, but 
we presume all our readers know it 
already. Charles Lamb has published 
a volume of poems, too, entitled Album 
Verses, with a few others, by C. Lamb, 
upon which the small wits are very 
witty, alleging them to be trifling, childish, 
and the rest. We could pick bits out of 
Wordsworth that seem trifling and 
childish, and though we are very far 
from placing " the delightful Elia" 
within fewer than a thousand miles of 
that great master of song, we still think 
he can write verses of considerable merit, 
and we believe he is a modest sensible 
■"an. In the following sketch of a 
" Pindaric ode to the Treadmill" for 
example, there are good sense and hu- 
mour, two ingredients which we love 

dearly : 

v. 
Incompetent my song to raise 
Jo itojurt height, thy praise 
<^eat Mill! " 

That by thy motion proper, 
l>"> thank* to wind or sail or working rill) 
grinding that stubborn corn, the human will, 
-n! rn ' 8 * " ut meI1 *s consciences, 
"»ftt were begrimed before, as clean aud 

sweet 
A* flour from purest wheat 

au' thy no PP* r - 

AH reformation short of thee but nonsense is, 

w human, or divine. 

VI. 

fimipared with thee 

v ^[[? t .are the labours of that jumping sect 
" "ich public laws connive at rather than re- 
spect? 

Thou dost not bump, 

Orjump, 

»ut walk men into virtue : betwixt crime 

And slow repentance, giving breathing time, 

And leisure to be good; 

instructing with discretion demi-reps 
«ow to direct their steps. 

VII. 

Thou best philosopher made out of wood ! 

(•ot that wMrh framed the tub 

"here sat the cynic— cub 

g ll b nothing in hi.shwi.ro sympathetic ; 

"u from those groves derived, 1 deem, 
r ™re Plato nursed his dream 
^"immortality ; 



^'ng that clearly 
'ny system nil is n 



T -.',<■*■< aw mi is merely 
"npatetic » 

l hou to thy pupils dost such lessons give 
"'.how to live 

"ith temperance, sobriety and morality, 
! A new art,) 
dt<| ,r0m thy school, by force of virtuous 

*,^.\ty ro now proceeds 
■* walking Stewart!" 



The book is printed, it appears, for the 
purpose of enabling Moxon, of New 
Bond-street, an enterprising young pub- 
lisher and the friend of Mr. Lamb, an 
opportunity of showing the style in 
which he proposes to bring out the pub- 
lications entrusted to bis care. Accord- 
ingly, nothing can be better than tho 
manner in which the little volume is 
printed and embellished, and after read- 
ing Mr. Lamb's cordial dedication to 
the worthy bibliopole himself, it is impos- 
sible not to join in wishing him success. 
The Juvenile Library, Vol. I. Lives 
of remarkable youth of both sexes. We 
hope it is not true that this nice .little 
book is edited by W. Jerdan, Esq. If 
so, he has to answer for ' taking the life' of 
nine ' amiable youths of both sexes,' some 
of whom turn out, after all, to he elderly 
gentlemen of no particular sex. Tho 
book may serve as a useful praxis for 
'youth' to correct its numerous viola- 
tions of English grammar, but we can- 
not take it on our conscience to recom- 
mend it for aught else. The barefaced 
way in which this poor performance is 
puffed, in a certain literary journal across 
the water, is, to the initiated, quite " too 
bad." 

Memoirs of the Life and Reign of 
George IV. by H. E. Lloyd, have just 
appeared ; it seems rather a crude and 
middling performance, got up for the oc- 
casion, but we may possibly recur to it 
again more at length. 

The Family Cabinet Atlas, Parts 1 1, and 
III. We have spoken favourably of tho 
first part of this very pretty little book 
before. Parts 2 and 3 continue to 
sustain the character of the preceding 
one. We have Europe, Scotland, 
France, the Russian Empire, the Polar 
Hemispheres, Australia, &c. beautifully 
delineated, and with singular accuracy, 
for so small a scale. We are glad to 
see no affectation of knowledge where 
none is possessed. Hudibras tells us, if 
we remember rightly, that 

Geographers on pathless downs 
Place elephants for lack of towns. 
It is honest and creditable to present 
only blanks for those regions about 
which we know nothing, instead of de- 
picting them from the fancy of the en- 
graver. 

The Island Bride, by the Rev. Ho- 
bart Caunter, B. D. We think so well 
of this unpretending little poem, that we 
shall take occasion to give a more parti- 
cular account of it, with extracts, in a 
future number. 
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Leisure Hours : by James Moore 
Shelley. This is a very little volume of 
very juvenile poems, printed and pub- 
lished at Waterford, by the author. We 
must not be very severe upon his un- 
fledged muse, lest he should turn a 
Byron upon our hands, or rival his great 
namesake, for whose rich poetical powers 
we have so great an admiration, that we 
intend to make them a little better 
known in this country, by devoting a 
special article to him and his works, in 
our next number. Of the present volume 
we have only to say, that it possesses 
the merit, rare indeed in this age, of mo- 
desty and absence of pretence, and we 
think offers promise of excellence in 
more matured efforts, but anything short 
of complete and pre-eminent success is so 
little desirable in poetry, that we own 
we should feel diffident of counselling 
him to persevere. 

Travels through the Crimea, Turkey and 
Egypt ; by the late J. Webster, Esq. 2 

ROYAL IRISH 
On Monday evening, the 12th of July, 
the academy held their last general meet- 
ing previous to the recess ; the provost 
in the chair. Together with the dona- 
tions mentioned in our last, Professor 
Airy's Cambridge Observations; thirty- 
six etchings of Irish Antiquities, by Daw- 
son Turner, Esq. and Views of the 
Pelvis, by John Houston, Esq. were 
presented by the respective authors, and 
the thanks of the academy were voted 
to the donors. 

The heads of Mr. M'Cullagh's paper 
on double refraction, and on the rectifi- 
cation of conic sections were read, as 
well as of a paper of Doctor Graves on 
the peculiar formation of the hough joint 



vols. 8vo. These volumes are preceded 
by an account, considerably too lengthy 
and circumstantial, of their deceased au- 
thor, who though apparently a diligent 
student and an amiable young man, was 
certainly not of quite so much impor- 
tance to society at large as the writer of 
the memoir seems to imagine. The 
travels themselves are very respectably 
written, and contain at least an average 
share of information and amusement tor 
all who are disposed to seek it on the in- 
teresting subject of Turkey and Egypt. 
We have received The Second Disser- 
tation prefixed to the seventh edition cl 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, exhibiting 
a general view of the progress of moral 
philosophy, chiefly in the last two cen- 
turies; by Sir James Mackintosh. It 
is not a book to be despatched in a sen- 
tence ; we shall return to it again. 

Pryse Lockhart Gordon's Personal 
Memoir and Reminiscences seems a plea- 
sant gossipy sort of book. 
ACADEMY. 



of the horse, by which that animal is 
enabled to sleep standing, and on the 
vertebral of whales. 

These papers were referred to council, 
and subsequently, after an animated de- 
bate as to the propriety of printing the 
latter at present, were by them ordered 
for publication. 

It was resolved to publish a portion of 
Mr. O'Reilley's essay relating to Ossian 
in the XVI. volume of the Transactions, 
to accompany Doctor Drummond's essay 
on that subject. The session then ter- 
minated, and the academy was prorogued 
till October, The first part of the XVI. 
vol, of the Transactions will, we believe, 
be published immediately. 



ROYAL, DUBLIN SOCIETY. 



We are glad to perceive that this so- 
ciety continues its renewed attention to 
agicultural objects. It has likewise lately 
devoted a good deal of consideration to 
the subject of the Botanic-garden. At 
the meeting of Thursday last, the com- 
mittee of Botany report among other 
things as follows: 

" The Committee, anxious for the im- 
provement of the garden in every respect, 
recommend that a valuable part of it, the 
Arboretum, be extended. 

" They are of opinion, that the de- 
partment called the cattle garden, is use- 
less : the plants may be seen in the 
Liiuiseau arrangement. 

" They think that the collection called 
the Irish garden, is unnecessary, the 
plants Ining in the general arrangement. 

" They recommend that the Jiissicuan 
arrangement be extended, the present ex- 
hilntmii of it being poor and imperfect. 



They have given directions to have 
the collection of specimens better kept 
up, and increased. 

" They recommend that the sum ot 
£ 50 be placed at their disposal for the 
purchase of plants. 

" It was resolved, by the Society, that 
the execution of a Statistical Survey ot 
the counties of Roscommon, Longford. 
and Westmeath, be intrusted, on the 
usual terms, to Isaac Weld, esq, Honorary 
Secretary, who has undertaken to draw 
up the same under such special instruc- 
tions as he may receive from the society- 

" And that the sum of one hundred 
guineas, part of the sum allocated for |.' r 
Charles Giesecke, be now issued to hnn. 
towards defraying his exjienses on nis 
Mineralogical Survey during the summer 

We hope that the society will get 
worth of their money. 
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